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^^-5 ADCHT POETHr ^ SCHOOL,UNINSPIRING DRL3BLS THAT MEANT 
'JJ HO THING TO MS AT ALL. 

1-1 '—2SATS SE2S HSALLI BOEING, VfALTEH DE LA MERE SOON HAD ME 
SNORING. 

T’ ' • 2Irn{YAHI1 ELPLI3G if AS A POMPOUS CHEEP,AND ROBERT BURNS JUST SENT ME 
TO SLEEP» 

i BUT FORGET -THESE DUSTT RELICS OP TEE PAST,CCS* SOMETHING N3W HAS 
| AERIYKD AT LAST. 

j I BRING TOU VANNING 0? THIS AWFUL CURSE, THAT GOES BT THE NAME OP 
| RANTING TERSE .... 

I’a not one to disc ri m in ate against everything from years gone by,but 
something is happening no* that overshadows all the poetry that has been 
before,and I feel that yon should . Imow about it. A look back at the 
aps and downs of Ranting Verse since the last issue. 

• 3 LPk arrived ' ani Woody good it was too,followed by Benjamin 

, Zephaniah's LP. which I've yet to hear. Live appearances increased, 
particularly on the fringe cabaret circuit. The Ranters Revenge held in 
Yapping was apparently a success,and there rare rumours of a live LP* of 
the event. The ‘Apples and Snakes* events at the ‘Roebuck* Tottenham 
! Hd * llTened a Saturday night,and provided a stage- for a 

< wide variety of new talent, ^ Some Ranters appeared on the ‘Cast Variety 1 ! 
shows,,,*, and the word spread nation wide to attract new performers and 1 
followers. The Poetry Olympics were as bad as every body told 
me they would be, A tent in Blackheath was the Venue for this i 
years celebration of middle class self indulgence, Jill Neville and I 
Heath cote Williams offered us some relief from the rambling corpses ’ 
aad a spark of spontaneity wa3 provided by Ginger John, Rc vena i 
Tosh t and yours truely,,, The whole sh a m ble a was rounded off by a 
great performance by Benjamin Zephaaiah, This was followed by 
Glastonbury,,, mentioned elsewhere .. which in turn was followed by 
the Seething Yells * Radical Bingo* event. A week of fringe cabaret, 
Ranting,and the ‘odd* band,at the oh-so-posh X.C.A. Hosted, by the 
Bradford Ealdy himself. The idea was good,the venue was NAF? \\ 

Chiite apart from the 95p a pint, the place had a atif fled, trendy, 
snobby,middle class atmosphere that was more suited to the Poetry Olym- j 
pica t a nd S.Y.ella looked far from ccmftable as a stand up 

! comedian. Attila joined the mass exodoua from Cherry Red,describing^the 
:director,Ian Mo Nae as an"evil capitalist bastard". (Hopefully this means 
■I ¥ ° at ^ sieving anymore of their awful records) Benjamin Zephania did 
countless banifit appearances,and not before time rose to fame through th 
>e pages of Sounds,Black Echoes,and Hew Socialist ;I as well an hour 
long documentary that I felt was a bit of a let down. Most of the ranters 
; made various appearances on TV, and radio, (with SYells unfairly critising 
all other fanzines.)‘Voice from the Streets* journalist Yal Hennessy 
! * vrpte a patronising article on Attila in Hew Society,and wrongly 

; credited the Cool Notes Posse with such long dead cliches as 1 *Where its at" 

; Then she matched that rubbish with even more with an Observer Magazine 
article on the Mersey Beat poets, see cutting else where. Some mindless 
j ? at a &^Poer on the whole thing by their moronic attacks on 

j dwells and Little Brother at the Ace. Lone Ranters/Poets make easy targets 
! for those irLthQut *** S^ts to get up and voice THEIR opinions in a similar 
maimer. This incident was later to be over shadowed by the murder of 
Jamacain poet Michael Smith and DJ. Prince Pari,no doubt at the hands o£ 
like minded wankers. This 3hows the risk*that SOME Jamacain artists taka 
in speaking out against injustice. "Ke who knows it feels it’*., a tragic 
loss to the world. Molotov Comics is still going strong,no sign of scouse 
zine Another Bay Another Word*,attila has promised us a zine* of his 

?? nby wni i33uin ^ a 3 track 12* on Abstact produced by Jah 
wobble, ~ast and ‘Apples and Snakes* are still going strong,and more TV 
appearances are expected soon. But what of the future 
Yell & lot more Rant era,Poets, and general ‘Verbal Artists* have emerged, 

^Swift Kick,Bet Lynch,Ginger John,Little Bave,Dino,Stephan Schuurmanna, 

J Con dell ,Pete Gam bell, Ban tin 1 Hi chi e, Sandy Go rt, and no doubt many more 
2 that I 5 ve yet to hear about. But there is still room for more,so if your 
'handy with a pen,can string a couple of lines together,and feel that YOU 
,HA7E GOT SOMETHING TO SAY ... GO TO IT .. This is too important a chance 
| to be lost. Hopefully the trouble at the Ace wont detour anybody from * 
having a go,and wont drive people to performing exclusiviy to students 
and cabaret audiences who tend to be more docile. The power of words 
can reach people and cut through barriers that music can rarely achieve. 

In yaars to come you will regret not having seen these modem day bards, 
or better still joi n i n g them...... so now* s your chance ... make the 

most of it while its still there .... • 
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